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23 November 1863

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, Elder Labots declared that he was unable to accept the appointment of catechism
teacher. It was decided to add an additional elder and deacon to the consistory at the
congregational meeting.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, pp. 197-198.

Page 197
accepted, with the condition that before this action is completed, the approbation, or
approval, of the congregation should take place.
/4/

ARTICLE 6 — There was a discussion concerning catechism/Ile president suggests
that, because Wakker had informed him that some young peimle had asked Wakker to
make arrangements for resuming the Sunday evening 9tichism classes, he (the pastor)
feels unable to preach twice on Sunday and then to ha•tte, in addition, a catechism class.
He believes that each elder and deacon should attript to form a catechism class in their
districts, so that this very necessary instruction jp our Reformed doctrines can be given to
those who are of mature age. This will servefflose who could not, or who had expressed
so far no interest in the weekly catechism clisses being held. After a discussion about the
necessity and profitability of the matter, bdt also considering the difficulties for the
consistory members, a proposal of the ipmister was accepted by a majority of the votes,
namely, that Brother Labots be chose (as a catechism teacher, and be properly
reimbursed. This decision of the co sistory will be presented to the congregation for
their judgment and approval.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to ave the congregational meeting on Tuesday, the 24, at
6:30 in place of the usual meepfng on Thanksgiving Day. This will permit more general
participation.
ARTICLE 8 — Because of tje late hour, it was decided to meet again next Monday. The
meeting was closed with p ayer by Brother Broek.
G. Wakker, clerk
Consistory Meeting of November 23, 1863
Absent: Brothers Oonk, Plugger, and Vork.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president, the Rev. A. C. van
Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother Labots, now present, indicates that he is prepared to reject the
appointment given him at the previous consistory meeting (see Article 6 of the previous
meeting). He is giving consideration to his present assignment and the benefit for the
congregation of this task. The consistory, taking into consideration the many difficulties
in implementing
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the decision recorded in Article 6 of the previous meeting, unanimously decided to
reverse that decision.
ARTICLE 4 — Membership statements were received for Dirk Werkman and Berendina
Werkman, nee Hessling, and Jan Workman; all from Zeeland, dated July 20, 1863.
ARTICLE 5 — Membership transfer was granted to Jacob Sluiter and wife to Kalamazoo,
dated November, 1863.
ARTICLE 6— According to our custom, at the congregational meeting, one-half of the
retiring consistory will be placed on the ballot for a possible reelection. It was decided to
add one elder to the list. Because Mr. de Bruin, an elder from the congregation of
Zeeland, has settled here, the congregation will be informed of this fact.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided to add one deacon to the diaconate. There was general
agreement that Frederik Kieft can be presented to the congregation as an appropriate
person for this office.
ARTICLE 8 — A statement was received from G. J. de Wal, containing a declaration of
separation from this congregation.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Naber.

G. Wakker, clerk

